A Walk Down Fourth Street 


My talk is mostly about the downtown area. Because of time constraints I cannot cover 
everything I would like but I will attempt to high light a few things as I go. I will verbally walk 
you west on the north side of 4" street, what is usually referred to as main street, and then we 
shall travel back east on the south side. I will try to hit the high lights of some side streets as we 
go. 


The first Library was started in 1922 by a women’s club called “Relief and Civic 
Improvement Club”. This club was later to be called the “Camas Women’s Club”. The Urie 
Building was the home of that first library and it all started with 50 books that were donated by 
the Traveling Library. Sometime later the club was donated a book case valued at $14.00 and 
the peace library was off and running. The present brick building that now houses the library 
on 4" and Everett was occupied in 1940. At that time the Municipal Court House was on the 
upper floor and the Fire Station was located on the east side of the building. Our first librarian 
was a woman by the name of Ethel Roffler, she was the mother of Irene Roffler who some of 
you may remember as an educator in the camas school system. In 1932 the city hired Miss 
Santee as the first paid librarian and her pay was $95.00 per month. Ethel Roffler became the 
assistant librarian at that time. The current Library as you view it today was remodeled in 2003. 


Just east of the Library were two homes that were occupied by the McMackin Family and 
Derby Duvall. The Duvall home was constructed of very small pebbles of various colors. This 
home was later used as the City Engineers Office. Both homes were later torn down to make 
room for the library expansion project. 


Moving west toward 4" and Everett we would have come to two homes, one being a 
narrow two story which Fred Stoller rented out and later used as storage for used furniture. Next 
door was the Stoller Furniture and Mortuary. This building is now the Lutz Hardware store. 
Fred and Eula Stoller were two very nice people and gracious too. Eula was a school teacher 
before she married Fred and they had one son, Dale. Dale was a mortician for some time then 
later did other things but remained in Camas. The home of Fred and Eula was upstairs from the 
mortuary and furniture store. Prior to Barry and Rosie Lutz owning the building, Larry Clark 
operated Clarks Camas Furniture there after Fred Stoller retired. 


Just west of Everett Street was Micalis Bakery on the corner. Sometime later Francis 
Holmes opened a restaurant called Ideal Corner. It became a very popular spot for the local 
merchants to gather for coffee and lunch. That same building now is the home to Natalia’s 
Restaurant. Upstairs there were apartments. In the same area was a Firestone store run by Otis 
Howell, a dress shop run by the Wadsworth sisters (two sisters that married two brothers), and a 
shoe repair shop run by Everett Erickson (this was Brent Erickson’s grandfather). I remember 
Everett as a happy man that was always jolly and he would tease everyone. Hammer’s Shoe 
store was also on this block; Bjurs Electric that became DeWeese Electric later was also here. 
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